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them may have little other business, or they may
have other partners in the business, on whose
industry they can rely, and whose judgment
they can trust; one or two may have retired from
business. But for the most part, directors of a
company cannot attend principally and anxiously
to the affairs of a company without so far neglecting
their own business as to run great risk of ruin ;
and if they are ruined, their trustworthiness
ceases, and they are no longer permitted by
custom to be directors.

Nor, even if it were possible really to super-
vise a business by the effectual and constant
inspection of fifteen or sixteen rich and capable
persons, would even the largest business easily
bear the expense of such a supervision. I say rich,
because the members of a board governing a
large bank must be men of standing and note
besides, or they would discredit the bank; they
need not be rich in the sense of being worth
millions, but they must be known to possess a
fair amount of capital and be seen to be transact-
ing a fair quantity of business. But the labour of
such persons, I do not say their spare powers,
but their principal energies, fetches a high price.
Business is really a profession often requiring for
its practice quite as much knowledge, and quite as